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An ordinary Gazan’s chronicle of the struggle to survive during Israel’s
2014 invasion of Gaza

The Drone Eats with Me is an unforgettable rendering of everyday civilian life
shattered by the realities of twenty-first-century warfare. Israel’s 2014 invasion
of Gaza lasted 51 days, killed 2,145 Palestinians (578 of them children), injured
over 11,000 people, and demolished more than 17,000 homes. Atef Abu Saif, a
young father and novelist, puts an indelibly human face on these statistics,
providing a rare window into the texture of a community and the realities of a
conflict that is too often obscured by politics.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This stunning memoir reads more like poetry than prose.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“An indelibly memorable book...the saddest thing about The Drone Eats with Me is how long it’s likely to
remain timely.”
—The Christian Science Monitor

“Saif sets politics aside in order to focus on both the human tragedy that continues to play out there and the
power of hope. An important addition to Middle Eastern literature.”
—Booklist, Starred Review

“‘Without a TV, we stand by the window and watch Gaza, together. Fields of darkness spread out in all
directions. The ghost of a city. The only lights are those of the drones and F16s hovering above it all.’ The
Drone Eats with Me is a devastating contemporary war journal. This is what war is like in the twenty-first
century—the voice of a civilian in the onslaught of drone warfare, a voice we have never heard before.”
—Michael Ondaatje, author of Divisadero

“In this luminous account of Israel’s 2014 invasion of Gaza, Atef Abu Saif creates a literary equivalent to
Goya’s Disasters of War. The Drone Eats with Me deserves to become a modern classic of war literature.
But for all the surrealist absurdity of the horrors Abu Saif chronicles, the book pulses throughout with the
sublime, mundane, and ferocious love for life.”
—Molly Crabapple, author of Drawing Blood

"Atef Abu Saif’s journal of the incessant bombing of the Gaza Strip during the summer of 2014 presents a
voice we usually do not hear. Saif gives names and faces to the anonymous people presented in the daily
news. His personal account, presented clearly and passionately, is testimony that must be heard.”
—Mary Fran Buckley, Eight Cousins (Falmouth, MA)

“Written with the unapologetic immediacy of a journalist and father, The Drone Eats With Me is an essential
guide to life in modern Gaza. Atef Abu Saif’s chronicle of living in the age of drone warfare will stir the
reader’s heart.”
—Erin Goss, Left Bank Books (St. Louis, MO)

“I hope this book is read with an open heart and mind by Americans of all religions and from all regions, and
across the world, too. It’s not an easy read, but I feel better and more informed having read it...Saif’s memoir
about a family attempting normalcy during modern-day wartime takes you into a world we read plenty of
headlines about but may not understand when it comes to day-to-day life.”
—Sue Roegge, Chapter2Books (Hudson, WI)

“It’s difficult to read, the way many war memoirs are, but it feels important to witness what this man
experienced. Thoughtful and beautifully written, this book will leave you with a lot to think about.”
—Ingrid Goatson, Boulder Book Store (Boulder, CO)

About the Author
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Atef Abu Saif was born in Jabalia Refugee Camp in the Gaza Strip in 1973. He is the author of five novels,
including A Suspended Life, which was shortlisted for the 2015 International Prize for Arab Fiction. He lives
with his family in Gaza.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margert Lewis:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Drone Eats with Me: A Gaza Diary
will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Kenneth Handy:

This The Drone Eats with Me: A Gaza Diary is great publication for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The
Drone Eats with Me: A Gaza Diary in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Alexander Taylor:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Drone Eats with Me: A Gaza Diary can make you really feel more
interested to read.

Constance Music:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
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world. Through the book The Drone Eats with Me: A Gaza Diary we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book The Drone Eats with Me: A
Gaza Diary. You can more pleasing than now.
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