
Read and Download Ebook Terrorism And U.S. Foreign Policy PDF Public Ebook Library

Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy

By Paul R. Pillar

Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy By Paul R. Pillar

The United States government-backed by the overwhelming support of the
American public-takes a hard line against international terrorism. The tenets of
official U.S. counterterrorist policy are: make no concessions or deals with
terrorists; bring them to justice for their crimes; isolate and apply pressure on
states that sponsor terrorism; and bolster the counterterrorist capabilities of
countries willing to work with the United States. While these tenets are sound
principles, their application, specifically overseas, raises difficult questions. Does
the "no deal" policy actually deter terrorists acts? Are there cases where
agreements might reduce terrorism, while advancing other U.S. interests? Do
isolation and pressure really force offending states to alter their support for
terrorists? What factors affect the willingness, not just the capability, of foreign
governments to help the United States in counterterrorism? In this critical study,
a career CIA officer provides a guide to constructing and executing
counterterrorist policy, urging that it be formulated as an integral part of broader
U.S. foreign policy. In the first four chapters, Paul R. Pillar identifies the
necessary elements of counterterrorist policy, he examines why the United States
is a prime terrorist target, and he reveals why the counterterrorist policies that
seem strongest are not always the most effective. Chapter 5 examines the widely
varying nature of terrorist groups and the policy tools most appropriately applied
to them. Chapter 6 focuses on states that sponsor terrorism (including Iran,
Libya, North Korea, and Cuba), along with those that enable it to occur
(particularly Greece and Pakistan). Pillar examines ways in which the American
public's perspective toward terrorism can actually constrain counterterrorist
policy, and he concludes that terrorism cannot be "defeated" only reduced,
attenuated, and to some degree, controlled. The final chapter summarizes his
recommendations for amending U.S. policy.
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The United States government-backed by the overwhelming support of the American public-takes a hard line
against international terrorism. The tenets of official U.S. counterterrorist policy are: make no concessions or
deals with terrorists; bring them to justice for their crimes; isolate and apply pressure on states that sponsor
terrorism; and bolster the counterterrorist capabilities of countries willing to work with the United States.
While these tenets are sound principles, their application, specifically overseas, raises difficult questions.
Does the "no deal" policy actually deter terrorists acts? Are there cases where agreements might reduce
terrorism, while advancing other U.S. interests? Do isolation and pressure really force offending states to
alter their support for terrorists? What factors affect the willingness, not just the capability, of foreign
governments to help the United States in counterterrorism? In this critical study, a career CIA officer
provides a guide to constructing and executing counterterrorist policy, urging that it be formulated as an
integral part of broader U.S. foreign policy. In the first four chapters, Paul R. Pillar identifies the necessary
elements of counterterrorist policy, he examines why the United States is a prime terrorist target, and he
reveals why the counterterrorist policies that seem strongest are not always the most effective. Chapter 5
examines the widely varying nature of terrorist groups and the policy tools most appropriately applied to
them. Chapter 6 focuses on states that sponsor terrorism (including Iran, Libya, North Korea, and Cuba),
along with those that enable it to occur (particularly Greece and Pakistan). Pillar examines ways in which the
American public's perspective toward terrorism can actually constrain counterterrorist policy, and he
concludes that terrorism cannot be "defeated" only reduced, attenuated, and to some degree, controlled. The
final chapter summarizes his recommendations for amending U.S. policy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book's strength is its nuanced sense of how Washington's counterterrorism policy actually works, day
in and day out." —Philip Zelikow, Foreign Affairs, 10/3/2001

"Paul Pillar, a career Central Intelligence Agency officer and former deputy director of its Counterterrorist
Center, provides a guide to constructing and executing effective counterterrorist policy. The author offers a
valuable overview of the dimensions" —Joshua Sinai, Washington Times, 10/3/2001

"Provides hard realizations about the moral compromises that will be required in this new struggle."
—Robert D. Kaplan, Senior Fellow at the New America Foundation, New York Times Book Review,
10/11/2001

"If you want to better understand the political context in which the war on terrorism will be fought, then
Pillar's is the book to read." —Mitchell G. Bard, Executive Director of the American-Israeli Cooperative
Enterprise, Middle East Insight, 1/1/2002

"An excellent new book on terrorism..." —Sebastian Mallaby, WashingtonPost.com, 9/24/2001

"Paul Pillar... is one of the best-qualified U.S. writers on the subject of terrorism, and this is an excellent
book.... this is a knowledgeable, clearly written, and comprehensive explanation of U.S. responses to
terrorism.... Pillar's book is the best single source for balanced treatment of the advantages and disadvantages
of counterterrorist tools available to the United States." —Audrey Kurth Cronin, Georgetown University,
Perspectives on Political Science, 1/1/2002

"By far the best volume for a broad understanding of American responses to terrorism.... It presents a
nuanced, sophisticated, and timely discussion of the range of options available to the United States, placed
firmly in the context of competing and overarching foreign policy goals.... This sort of balanced, informed
discussion is a much needed antidote to the recent spate of alarmist publications in the field, which
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unwittingly support the main goal of most terrorists." —Audrey Kurth Cronin, Georgetown University, Joint
Force Quarterly, 10/1/2001

"[interview with Paul Pillar]" —Steve Hirsch, The National Journal, 1/26/2002

"His arguments are logical and thoroughly supported by the evidence. Happily, the book does not rely on
speculative future scenarios but on analysis of the facts.... anyone interested in contemporary terrorism
would profit by reading it.... It consititutes an essential source of information and analysis." —Martha
Crenshaw, Wesleyan University, Terrorism and Political Violence, 7/1/2001

"[A] careful, well-balanced account of combating terrorism." —David Tucker, Naval Postgraduate School,
Monterey, CA, Book Review (?)

"Timely, wise, and restrained..." — Future Survey, 11/1/2001

"In a timely and important work, Paul R. Pillar provides exactly what its refreshingly straightforward title
promises-- a comprehensive, scholarly, well-organized and cogently written study of global terrorism as it
relates to the practice of U.S. relations with the rest of the world.... The level of detail along with the breadth
and depth of the sources insure its value to academics and seasoned practitioners alike.... 9-11 did not
contradict, but instead confirmed the book's main arguments." —David W. Thornton, Campbell University,
Buies Creek, NC, American Diplomacy, 9/30/2002

"A welcome addition to a literature predominately focused on the nature, ideology, tactics, and motivations
of terrorist groups.... The world has shifted dramatically as a consequence of September 11. 'Terrorism and
U.S. Foreign Policy' is a useful springboard for exploring this new environment." —Paul D. Hoyt,
International Politics, 12/1/2002

About the Author

Paul Pillar , who spent 28 years in the U.S. intelligence community, is now a visiting professor at
Georgetown University.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Bradley:

The book Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy? Some
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Travis Hargrove:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated
that for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to
endure than other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Terrorism and U.S.
Foreign Policy book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Ronna Rutledge:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Terrorism and U.S. Foreign Policy is
simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Loren Hatmaker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Terrorism and U.S.
Foreign Policy.
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