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The most important novel of twentieth-century Urdu fiction. Qurratulain Hyder's
River of Fire makes a bid to be recognized in the West as what it has long been
acknowledged in the East: the most important novel of twentieth-century Urdu
fiction. First published as Aag ka Darya in 1959, River of Fire encompasses the
fates of four recurring characters over two and a half millennia: Gautam,
Champa, Kamal, and CyrilBuddhist, Hindu, Muslim, and Christian. In different
eras different relations form and reform among the four: romance and war,
possession and dispossession. Interweaving parables, legends, dreams, diaries,
and letters, Hyder's prose is lyrical and witty. And she argues for a culture that is
inclusive: River of Fire is a book that insists on the irrelevance of religion in
defining Indian identity.
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The most important novel of twentieth-century Urdu fiction. Qurratulain Hyder's River of Fire makes a bid
to be recognized in the West as what it has long been acknowledged in the East: the most important novel of
twentieth-century Urdu fiction. First published as Aag ka Darya in 1959, River of Fire encompasses the fates
of four recurring characters over two and a half millennia: Gautam, Champa, Kamal, and CyrilBuddhist,
Hindu, Muslim, and Christian. In different eras different relations form and reform among the four: romance
and war, possession and dispossession. Interweaving parables, legends, dreams, diaries, and letters, Hyder's
prose is lyrical and witty. And she argues for a culture that is inclusive: River of Fire is a book that insists on
the irrelevance of religion in defining Indian identity.
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Editorial Review

Review
A glorious tapestry of India's history....Brilliant and thought-provoking...this book is fascinating! -- India
Edghill, Historical Novels Review, February 2004

A rich and ancient tapestry, interweaving the tiny threads of individual human experience into a panoramic
spread of cultural diversity. -- Linda B. Osborne, WorldView, November/December 2004

An Urdu classic with a breathtakingly vast canvas. -- Outlook

Hyder is a wonderful writer. Hers is one of the most important Indian voices of the twentieth century. --
Amitov Ghosh

To Urdu fiction what A Hundred Years of Solitude is to Hispanic Literature. --Times Literary Supplement

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

About the Author
Qurratulain Hyder (1926-2007) is widely regarded as the grande dame of Urdu literature. To her fans and
admirers she is popularly known as “Ainee Apa.” The Prime Minister of India said at her funeral, “With her
unfortunate passing, the country has lost a towering literary figure.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Denise Welton:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific River of Fire book
as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Robert Thompson:

The publication with title River of Fire has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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Clarence Danner:

Beside this River of Fire in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have River of
Fire because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Marcos Hawkins:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide River of Fire was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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