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This book is a scholarly examination of the political thought of Rabbi Meir
(Maharam) of Rothenburg, the most important thirteenth century German Rabbi
who was associated with the Pietist movement of the period. From the
Maharam's responsa on community matters, a coherent political thought emerges
that exercised nearly unprecedented influence on European Jewish communities
up to the Jewish Emancipation. Rabbi Meir's extremely sophisticated attempt to
balance the demands of the community against those of the individual was
facilitated by a characteristic three-tiered structure to his political thought:
concrete legal rules supported by value-laden legal principles built upon his
general religious ideology. Through a systematic analysis of the Maharam's
political thought, Isaac Lifshitz offers an original contribution to Jewish studies,
political theory, and the study of legal philosophy. By considering the legal and
theological underpinnings of one of Medieval Jewry's most influential figures, it
also makes a contribution to the history of ideas in the Medieval period.
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This book is a scholarly examination of the political thought of Rabbi Meir (Maharam) of Rothenburg, the
most important thirteenth century German Rabbi who was associated with the Pietist movement of the
period. From the Maharam's responsa on community matters, a coherent political thought emerges that
exercised nearly unprecedented influence on European Jewish communities up to the Jewish Emancipation.
Rabbi Meir's extremely sophisticated attempt to balance the demands of the community against those of the
individual was facilitated by a characteristic three-tiered structure to his political thought: concrete legal
rules supported by value-laden legal principles built upon his general religious ideology. Through a
systematic analysis of the Maharam's political thought, Isaac Lifshitz offers an original contribution to
Jewish studies, political theory, and the study of legal philosophy. By considering the legal and theological
underpinnings of one of Medieval Jewry's most influential figures, it also makes a contribution to the history
of ideas in the Medieval period.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This splendid, erudite book will serve many audiences, including historians of Judaism and students of
comparative law and of comparative political thought.' Menachem Kellner, Shalem College, Jerusalem

'It is often assumed that medieval Jewish thinkers only formulated political theory in a Platonic or
Aristotelian mold. But, in this extraordinary and original study, Isaac Lifshitz clearly and persuasively shows
that the thirteenth-century German rabbi, Meir of Rothenburg, formulated a political theory out of classical
Jewish sources alone, using rabbinic conceptions alone. Only a scholar of Isaac Lifshitz's vast learning and
theoretical perspicacity could have reconstructed Rabbi Meir's political theory in a way that nonspecialists
can readily understand. This book is an original contribution to Jewish studies specifically, and to political
theory in general.' David Novak, University of Toronto

'This investigation into the political theory of Rabbi Meir Rothenburg is a major contribution to both the
theory of halachic dispute and the emergence of a Jewish political discourse in the Middle Ages. Retracing
the sources of Rabbi Rothenburg back to Torah, Talmud, the Geonim, and the Sephardic thinkers, this
brilliant research demonstrates his unique concept of a Jewish political theology.' Christoph Schmidt,
Hebrew University of Jerusalem

About the Author
Joseph Isaac Lifshitz is a senior lecturer at the Shalem College and a fellow of the Goldstein-Goren Diaspora
Research Center at Tel Aviv University. He also teaches Talmud at R' Yitzchak Yechiel Yeshiva in
Jerusalem. His research areas include Jewish philosophy, Talmud, Jewish law, Jewish history, and political
theory. He has published widely on the law and philosophy of the Sabbath and on Jewish economic thought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this
Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought.

Ana Jara:

Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
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vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought
nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage
of crucial considering.

Josette Roscoe:

This Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought is completely new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Elisabeth Martinez:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought we can acquire more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
that book Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg and the Foundation of Jewish Political Thought. You can more
attractive than now.
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