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Eleven days of hell was how those charged with restoring order to York,
Pennsylvania, described the July 1969 riots. The false accusation of a young
African American boy against a group of white gang youths--a charge that fell
like a match to straw in the already racially charged atmosphere --incited
mayhem that quickly escalated from throwing rocks to indiscriminate shooting
between blacks and whites. With the city out of control, then Governor Raymond
Shafer called in the National Guard. In the end, the toll came to two dead--Henry
Schaad, a white police officer, and Lillie Belle Allen, a young black woman--
untold numbers wounded, enormous destruction of property, and a ruptured
community. Though the shooters of Schaad and Allen were known at the time, in
the interest of preserving a fragile peace, the district attorney declined to
prosecute a case for the killings.

Fast-forward to May 17, 2001, when York Mayor Charlie Robertson, a former
police officer on duty during the riots, is arrested and, later, on the steps of City
Hall, chokes out the words: "Murder . . . murder . . . murder is the charge!" The
prosecution's chief witness accused Robertson of handing out .30-06 shells to
white gang members, instigating them to kill, during the hot night of July 21,
1969, but the witness was himself a corrupt and uncorroborated source with an
otherwise faulty memory. In fact, pathologists who examined Lillie Belle Allen's
body determined that a slug from a 12-gauge shotgun, not .30-06 ammunition,
had taken her life. Moreover, Charlie was not even at the scene when the fatal
shot was fired. During the carnage that was the 1969 riots, the one and only
misdeed a now-repentant Charlie was guilty of was raising his fist in the air and
yelling "white power" in Farquhar Park, two days after the death of Officer
Schaad. But, despite tainted testimony, the deaths of key witnesses after a lapse
of thirty-two years, the loss of crucial evidence, and the erosion of memories,
Charlie Robertson stood charged with the murder of Lillie Belle Allen.

Thus, in the effort to right a long-ago wrong, another grievous one is committed.
And now the jackals--as defense attorney and author William C. Costopoulos
describes the media in this biting account of his most challenging case--go to
work. Building the case against Robertson, editorials demand his resignation as
mayor of York. Asked by the chairman of the York Democratic Party to
withdraw from his race for reelection as mayor, then underway, Charlie
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complies, but refuses to resign his current term: "nobody was going to take that
from him." The life of Charlie Robertson, who grew up in York and devoted his
life to serving his beloved White Rose City, lies in ruins.
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Eleven days of hell was how those charged with restoring order to York, Pennsylvania, described the July
1969 riots. The false accusation of a young African American boy against a group of white gang youths--a
charge that fell like a match to straw in the already racially charged atmosphere --incited mayhem that
quickly escalated from throwing rocks to indiscriminate shooting between blacks and whites. With the city
out of control, then Governor Raymond Shafer called in the National Guard. In the end, the toll came to two
dead--Henry Schaad, a white police officer, and Lillie Belle Allen, a young black woman--untold numbers
wounded, enormous destruction of property, and a ruptured community. Though the shooters of Schaad and
Allen were known at the time, in the interest of preserving a fragile peace, the district attorney declined to
prosecute a case for the killings.

Fast-forward to May 17, 2001, when York Mayor Charlie Robertson, a former police officer on duty during
the riots, is arrested and, later, on the steps of City Hall, chokes out the words: "Murder . . . murder . . .
murder is the charge!" The prosecution's chief witness accused Robertson of handing out .30-06 shells to
white gang members, instigating them to kill, during the hot night of July 21, 1969, but the witness was
himself a corrupt and uncorroborated source with an otherwise faulty memory. In fact, pathologists who
examined Lillie Belle Allen's body determined that a slug from a 12-gauge shotgun, not .30-06 ammunition,
had taken her life. Moreover, Charlie was not even at the scene when the fatal shot was fired. During the
carnage that was the 1969 riots, the one and only misdeed a now-repentant Charlie was guilty of was raising
his fist in the air and yelling "white power" in Farquhar Park, two days after the death of Officer Schaad.
But, despite tainted testimony, the deaths of key witnesses after a lapse of thirty-two years, the loss of crucial
evidence, and the erosion of memories, Charlie Robertson stood charged with the murder of Lillie Belle
Allen.

Thus, in the effort to right a long-ago wrong, another grievous one is committed. And now the jackals--as
defense attorney and author William C. Costopoulos describes the media in this biting account of his most
challenging case--go to work. Building the case against Robertson, editorials demand his resignation as
mayor of York. Asked by the chairman of the York Democratic Party to withdraw from his race for
reelection as mayor, then underway, Charlie complies, but refuses to resign his current term: "nobody was
going to take that from him." The life of Charlie Robertson, who grew up in York and devoted his life to
serving his beloved White Rose City, lies in ruins.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
WILLIAM C. COSTOPOULOS is the author of four books, including Principal Suspect (Camino Books,
1996), and is known for high-profile criminal defense cases. BRAD BUMSTED is an award-winning,
statewide political reporter for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Ryan:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Murder Is the Charge: The True Story of
Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots will make you to possibly be smarter. You
can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Miranda Durkee:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Murder Is the Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and
the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop
this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book has high quality.

Paul Jackson:

Beside this Murder Is the Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania,
Race Riots in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Murder Is the Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie
Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up
to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!
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Frances York:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Murder Is the Charge: The True
Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots or others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Murder Is the
Charge: The True Story of Mayor Charlie Robertson and the York, Pennsylvania, Race Riots to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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