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In this anthology of twelve essays, editor Suzanne Lacy and eleven eminent
artists, curators, and critics forge a critical framework for understanding and
interpreting the new public art that has emerged over the last two decades.
Mapping the Terrain departs from traditional definitions of public art and
explores how the new public art reaches diverse audiences to address issues of
race, gender, homelessness, ecology, and urbanization. Also included in this
publication is a useful illustrated compendium that chronicles the work of over
ninety pioneering new genre public artists. Mapping the Terrain makes an
invaluable contribution to the continuing debate about public art and how it can
be meaningfully woven into our social fabric. TOC: Preface Acknowledgments
Introduction Chapter 1 - An Unfashionable Audience, by Mary Jane Jacob
Chapter 2 - Public Constructions, by Patricia C. Phillips Chapter 3 - Connective
Aesthetics: Art After Individualism, by Suzi Gablik Chapter 4 - To Search for the
Good and Make It Matter, by Estella Conwill Majozo Chapter 5 - From Art-
mageddon to Gringostroika: A Manifesto against Censorship, by Guillermo
Gomez-Pena Chapter 6 - Looking Around: Where We Are, Where We Could Be,
by Lucy R. Lippard Chapter 7 - Whose Monument Where? Public Art in a
Many-Cultured Society, by Judith F. Baca Chapter 8 - Common Work, by Jeff
Kelley Chapter 9 - Success and Failure When Art Changes, by Allan Kaprow
Chapter 10 - Word of Honor, by Arlene Raven Chapter 11 - Debated Territory:
Toward a Critical Language for Public Art, by Suzanne Lacy Editor's
Introduction Compendium Contributors Photo Credits
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
For several decades now, art has been leaving museum halls in search of a more vital interactive context.
Some feel that this search represents a broad shift in perspective whose time has come. This set of essays is
an attempt to formulate an ideological understanding inclusive of installation, performance, site-specific
work, and other manifestations frequently encountered yet generally misunderstood. What makes this book
useful and different is its collaborative slant: each author was aware of what the others were doing. Most of
the writers, among them Lucy Lippard and Suzi Gablik, are well known in the field. The book acts literally
as a conceptual map clarifying recent art history and helping to define unifying traits such as a strong social
orientation, ecology, and new technologies. The reader is left with a better understanding of what exactly
"new genre" means. Highly recommended for museum and academic libraries.
Sue Olcott, Columbus Metropolitan Lib., Ohio
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Edited by Suzanne Lacy, a Bay Area artist and theorist, the collection is the first to attempt such a
comprehensive look at the field. Indeed, the sheer scope of consideration is breathtaking at times, and the
contributors convincingly provide a collective framework for art events as various as billboard art and fifties
Happenings, mural projects and parks implemented by urban planners, site-specific sculptures, and ritual
dances. Artists as varied as Judy Chicago, Christo, Ant Farm, the Guerrilla Girls and Mujeres Muralistas are
considered. The book breaks ground, however, in its effort to provoke, disturb and disrupt the reader's sense
of where, exactly, the boundaries between life and art are drawn. Whereas much public art criticism is
descriptive, the contributors to this volume concentrate on articulating "where we are and where we're going"
(Lucy R. Lippard), and all participated in the creation of the compendium which lists individual artists and
describes specific works. The attempt is less to map out, survey or contain than it is to devise critical
strategies and theoretical and practical approaches to this dramatically expanding field -- Artweek, April,
1995

In original essays, well-known critics and artists (among them Lucy Lippard, Arlene Raven, Suzi Gablik, and
Guillermo Gomez-Pena) explore what happens when artists directly engage and address "real-world"
audiences in various public sites and use public art as an instrument of public change. Included is a valuable
illustrated compendium of ninety pioneering artists who, for nearly twenty years, have been perfecting an
artistic aesthetic based not on similarities of medium but on shared methods, purpose, and intent. -- Midwest
Book Review

Mapping the Terrain: New Genre Public Art, edited by Lacy, fuels the emerging critical discourse in public
art and begins to define a new style of art production. The text includes 12 essays by important artists,
curators and critics, as well as a compendium of the work of over 90 artists. Many of the essays included in
this text speak out strongly against Modernist claims of authorship and individuality. Historical notions of a
passive audience viewing large-scale sculpture in plazas, what Lucy Lippard refers to as "plunk art," are
challenged by new genre public art. By interacting with the audience in participatory events that intend to
build community, many have questioned whether the result is actually art or social work.....Mapping the
Terrain seeks to firmly place this type of activity in an art context and calls for a re-evaluation of existing
definitions of art. Particularly noteworthy in this regard are the essays by Suzi Gablik, Patricia Phillips,
Lippard and Jeff Kelley --Afterimage, Summer, 1996

PDF File: Mapping The Terrain: New Genre Public Art 3



Read and Download Ebook Mapping The Terrain: New Genre Public Art PDF Public Ebook Library

From the Back Cover
Departing from the traditional definition of public art as sculpture in parks and plazas, new genre public art
brings artists into direct engagement with audiences to deal with the compelling issues of our time. This is
the first definitive collection of writings on the subject by critics, artists, and curators who are pioneers in the
field.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

The book with title Mapping the Terrain: New Genre Public Art has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find
out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Rudy Nixon:

This Mapping the Terrain: New Genre Public Art is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Mapping the
Terrain: New Genre Public Art in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Jack Williams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Mapping the
Terrain: New Genre Public Art which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Michael Vogel:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Mapping the Terrain: New Genre Public Art
can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
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than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Mapping the Terrain: New
Genre Public Art.
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