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There are three types of Japanese script-katakana, hiragana, and kanji. It is
possible to read Japanese knowing only a limited number of kanji, but it is not
possible with only a limited number of katakana or hiragana-one must know all
of them. Let's Learn Hiragana, and its companion volume Let's Learn Katakana,
is a textbook that introduces the learner to the basics of one of these fundamental
Japanese scripts. Being a workbook, it contains all the exercises that allow the
student to master hiragana by the time the book has been finished. Let's Learn
Hiragana is a classic in the field, and the huge number of students that have used
it successfully is a sign of its preeminence as a self-study guide.
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There are three types of Japanese script-katakana, hiragana, and kanji. It is possible to read Japanese
knowing only a limited number of kanji, but it is not possible with only a limited number of katakana or
hiragana-one must know all of them. Let's Learn Hiragana, and its companion volume Let's Learn
Katakana, is a textbook that introduces the learner to the basics of one of these fundamental Japanese scripts.
Being a workbook, it contains all the exercises that allow the student to master hiragana by the time the book
has been finished. Let's Learn Hiragana is a classic in the field, and the huge number of students that have
used it successfully is a sign of its preeminence as a self-study guide.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Y K Mitamura is a Kodansha International author.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Preface

The Japanese writing system is so different from the English alphabet that written Japanese may seem to be
more complicated than it really is. Actually, Hiragana symbols, which comprise the basis of Japanese
writing, are not difficult to learn. By using this workbook as a study guide, the student should be able to learn
all the Hiragana symbols easily, in a relatively short time.

This workbook is specially designed and organized so that the beginning student, who is studying Japanese
as a foreign language, can learn Hiragana through self-study, without the aid of an instructor. Each section
contains sufficient explanation and exercises to enable students to study and practice on their own until
proficiency has been attained. Consequently, the use of this workbook will eliminate the need for extensive
writing drills in class. The class time can then be utilized more effectively for matters that require the
presence of an instructor, such as question-and-answer type oral drills.

This book is composed of four chapters: chapter 1 introduces the forty-six basic Hiragana and the sixty-one
modified symbols which are derived from them. Chapter 2 explains how to write words using Hiragana
symbols. Chapter 3 shows how to write sentences, and chapter 4 contains review exercises. The derivation of
Hiragana is presented in Appendix B.

In learning any foreign language, it is important to place equal emphasis on the four skills: hearing, speaking,
reading and writing. Therefore, it is an essential prerequisite to become very familiar with Hiragana for the
eventual mastery of Japanese. The student will find that diligent use of this workbook will be of great benefit
in the quest for proficiency in Japanese.

Throughout this workbook, the Modified Hepburn System is used, for the most part, to Romanize Japanese
words and sentences. This widely used system comes the closest to representing the correct Japanese sounds
and facilitates learning Japanese pronunciation. It is also known as the Hyojun, or standard, System. (The
original Hepburn System is no longer used, so references to the "Hepburn System" actually mean the
Modified Hepburn System. The two are nearly identical, differing in only a few points.)....

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Whitney:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Let's Learn Hiragana:
First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better
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than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jennifer Bell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book
of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics) become
your current starter.

Randall James:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's
Children's Classics). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Kristen Wright:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Let's Learn Hiragana: First Book of Basic Japanese Writing (Kodansha's Children's Classics) when you
desired it?
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