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At stake in this book is a struggle with language in a time when our old faith in
the redeeming of the word-and the word's power to redeem-has almost been
destroyed. Drawing on Benjamin's political theology, his interpretation of the
German Baroque mourning play, and Adorno's critical aesthetic theory, but also
on the thought of poets and many other philosophers, especially Hegel's
phenomenology of spirit, Nietzsche's analysis of nihilism, and Derrida's writings
on language, Kleinberg-Levin shows how, because of its communicative and
revelatory powers, language bears the utopian "promise of happiness," the idea of
a secular redemption of humanity, at the very heart of which must be the
achievement of universal justice. In an original reading of Beckett's plays, novels
and short stories, Kleinberg-Levin shows how, despite inheriting a language
damaged, corrupted and commodified, Beckett redeems dead or dying words and
wrests from this language new possibilities for the expression of meaning.
Without denying Beckett's nihilism, his picture of a radically disenchanted world,
Kleinberg-Levin calls attention to moments when his words suddenly ignite and
break free of their despair and pain, taking shape in the beauty of an austere yet
joyous lyricism, suggesting that, after all, meaning is still possible.
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At stake in this book is a struggle with language in a time when our old faith in the redeeming of the word-
and the word's power to redeem-has almost been destroyed. Drawing on Benjamin's political theology, his
interpretation of the German Baroque mourning play, and Adorno's critical aesthetic theory, but also on the
thought of poets and many other philosophers, especially Hegel's phenomenology of spirit, Nietzsche's
analysis of nihilism, and Derrida's writings on language, Kleinberg-Levin shows how, because of its
communicative and revelatory powers, language bears the utopian "promise of happiness," the idea of a
secular redemption of humanity, at the very heart of which must be the achievement of universal justice. In
an original reading of Beckett's plays, novels and short stories, Kleinberg-Levin shows how, despite
inheriting a language damaged, corrupted and commodified, Beckett redeems dead or dying words and
wrests from this language new possibilities for the expression of meaning. Without denying Beckett's
nihilism, his picture of a radically disenchanted world, Kleinberg-Levin calls attention to moments when his
words suddenly ignite and break free of their despair and pain, taking shape in the beauty of an austere yet
joyous lyricism, suggesting that, after all, meaning is still possible.
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Editorial Review

Review

“By multiplying astute and original links between Beckett's texts and a philosophical tradition moving from
Kierkegaard to Adorno, from Kant to Derrida, and from Hegel to Agamben, Beckett's Words demonstrates
not so much that “nothing is funnier than unhappiness,” as Nell quips in Endgame, but rather that happiness
remains a serious task for literature. If Beckett's pointless waiting offers the paradigm of a paradoxical hope
without hope, then Beckett's words, pace Adorno and Ricks, will never be “dying words.” Words of endless
survival, they keep the promise for a beauty and a justice still to come.” ?Jean-Michel Rabaté, Professor of
English and Comparative Literature, University of Pennsylvania, USA

“To link Samuel Beckett and happiness in the same sentence without an intervening “not” is tantamount to
heresy, the call of an apostate; yet the received wisdom of Beckett Studies is ripe for challenge, and
Kleinberg-Levin obliges. From its opening pages, Beckett's Words is marked by a freshness and erudition
from a scholar who actively “does” philosophy. It is a welcome addition to the ongoing rethinking of Samuel
Beckett's work, especially of his philosophical inclinations and complexities. I would put Kleinberg-Levin's
work up against any of the critiques of Beckett and philosophy, and so I would deem it indispensable for my
postgraduate seminars and scholarship.” ?S. E. Gontarski, Robert O. Lawton Distinguished Professor of
English, Florida State University, USA

“By multiplying astute and original links between Beckett's texts and a philosophical tradition moving from
Kierkegaard to Adorno, from Kant to Derrida, and from Hegel to Agamben, Beckett's Words demonstrates
not so much that “nothing is funnier than unhappiness,” as Nell quips in Endgame, but rather that happiness
remains a serious task for literature. If Beckett's pointless waiting offers the paradigm of a paradoxical hope
without hope, then Beckett's words will never be “dying words.” Words of endless survival, they keep the
promise for a beauty and a justice still to come.” ?Jean-Michel Rabaté, Professor of English and
Comparative Literature, University of Pennsylvania, USA. President of the American Samuel Beckett Studies
Association

“To link Samuel Beckett and happiness in the same sentence without an intervening “not” is tantamount to
heresy, the call of an apostate; yet the received wisdom of Beckett Studies is ripe for challenge, and
Kleinberg-Levin obliges. From its opening pages, Beckett's Words is marked by a freshness and erudition
from a scholar who actively “does” philosophy. It is a welcome addition to the ongoing rethinking of Samuel
Beckett's work, especially of his philosophical inclinations and complexities. I would put Kleinberg-Levin's
work up against any of the critiques of Beckett and philosophy.” ?S. E. Gontarski, Robert O. Lawton
Distinguished Professor of English, Florida State University, USA. Co-Editor, Journal of Beckett Studies

About the Author
David Kleinberg-Levin is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at Northwestern University, USA. His books
include Gestures of Ethical Life: Reading Hölderlin's Question of Measure After Heidegger (2005);
Redeeming Words and the Promise of Happiness: A Critical Theory Approach to Wallace Stevens and
Vladimir Nabokov (2012); and Redeeming Words: Language and the Promise of Happiness in the Stories of
Döblin and Sebald (2013).
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Ramos:

This book untitled Beckett's Words: The Promise of Happiness in a Time of Mourning to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Cheryl Bullen:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their
book. One of them is this Beckett's Words: The Promise of Happiness in a Time of Mourning.

Jacki Warner:

The book with title Beckett's Words: The Promise of Happiness in a Time of Mourning has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Malcolm Thurmond:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Beckett's Words: The
Promise of Happiness in a Time of Mourning.
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