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A wonderful new translation of the poetry of Basho—Zen monk, poet of nature,
and master of the haiku form.

Basho's Haiku offers the most comprehensive translation yet of the poetry of
Japanese writer Matsuo Basho (1644–1694), who is credited with perfecting and
popularizing the haiku form of poetry. One of the most widely read Japanese
writers, both within his own country and worldwide, Basho is especially beloved
by those who appreciate nature and those who practice Zen Buddhism. Born into
the samurai class, Basho rejected that world after the death of his master and
became a wandering poet and teacher. During his travels across Japan, he became
a lay Zen monk and studied history and classical poetry. His poems contained a
mystical quality and expressed universal themes through simple images from the
natural world.

David Landis Barnhill's brilliant book strives for literal translations of Basho's
work, arranged chronologically in order to show Basho's development as a
writer. Avoiding wordy and explanatory translations, Barnhill captures the
brevity and vitality of the original Japanese, letting the images suggest the depth
of meaning involved. Barnhill also presents an overview of haiku poetry and
analyzes the significance of nature in this literary form, while suggesting the
importance of Basho to contemporary American literature and environmental
thought.

David Landis Barnhill is Director of Environmental Studies and Professor of
English at the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh. He is the coeditor (with
Roger S. Gottlieb) of Deep Ecology and World Religions: New Essays on Sacred
Ground, also published by SUNY Press, and the editor of At Home on the Earth:
Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology.
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A wonderful new translation of the poetry of Basho—Zen monk, poet of nature, and master of the haiku form.

Basho's Haiku offers the most comprehensive translation yet of the poetry of Japanese writer Matsuo Basho
(1644–1694), who is credited with perfecting and popularizing the haiku form of poetry. One of the most
widely read Japanese writers, both within his own country and worldwide, Basho is especially beloved by
those who appreciate nature and those who practice Zen Buddhism. Born into the samurai class, Basho
rejected that world after the death of his master and became a wandering poet and teacher. During his travels
across Japan, he became a lay Zen monk and studied history and classical poetry. His poems contained a
mystical quality and expressed universal themes through simple images from the natural world.

David Landis Barnhill's brilliant book strives for literal translations of Basho's work, arranged
chronologically in order to show Basho's development as a writer. Avoiding wordy and explanatory
translations, Barnhill captures the brevity and vitality of the original Japanese, letting the images suggest the
depth of meaning involved. Barnhill also presents an overview of haiku poetry and analyzes the significance
of nature in this literary form, while suggesting the importance of Basho to contemporary American
literature and environmental thought.

David Landis Barnhill is Director of Environmental Studies and Professor of English at the University of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh. He is the coeditor (with Roger S. Gottlieb) of Deep Ecology and World Religions:
New Essays on Sacred Ground, also published by SUNY Press, and the editor of At Home on the Earth:
Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is a very well-researched translation of Bash? 's poetry that does an outstanding job of presenting this
valuable material for those interested in Japanese culture, especially literature and religion. It is a first-rate
work that clearly reflects the author's long and intense devotion and commitment to the topic. It will stand
out as unique because of the range of poetry that it covers."

About the Author

David Landis Barnhill is Director of Environmental Studies and Professor of English at the University of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh. He is the coeditor (with Roger S. Gottlieb) of Deep Ecology and World Religions:
New Essays on Sacred Ground, also published by SUNY Press, and the editor of At Home on the Earth:
Becoming Native to Our Place: A Multicultural Anthology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho.
Try to the actual book Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho as your friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Bruce Crawford:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact
just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of
Matsuo Basho to read.

Tracy Rojas:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Basho's
Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in
this era. The actual book untitled Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Bashois a single of several
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books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained
their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

Patty Scheuerman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho
can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Basho's Haiku: Selected Poems of Matsuo Basho.
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