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Over the past three decades, the economy of North Carolina's Research
Triangle—defined by the cities of Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill—has been
transformed from one dependent on agriculture and textiles to one driven by
knowledge-based jobs in technology, telecommunications, and pharmaceuticals.
Now home to roughly 1.7 million people, the Research Triangle has attracted an
influx of new residents from across the country and around the world while
continuing to win praise for its high quality of life. At the region's center is the
7,000-acre Research Triangle Park, one of the nation's largest and most
prominent research and development campuses. Founded in 1959 through a
partnership of local governments, universities, and business leaders, Research
Triangle Park has catalyzed the region's rapid growth and hastened its
coalescence into a single metropolitan area.

The Research Triangle: From Tobacco Road to Global Prominence describes the
history, current challenges, and future prospects of this fascinating metropolitan
area. Focusing on the personalities and perspectives of key actors in the
development of the region, William M. Rohe traces the emergence of the
Research Triangle Park and its role in the region's economic transformation. He
also addresses some of the downsides of development, illustrating the strains that
explosive population growth has placed on the region's school systems, natural
resources, transportation infrastructure, and social cohesion. As Rohe shows, the
Research Triangle is not a city in the traditional sense but a sprawling
conurbation whose rapid, low-density growth and attendant problems are
indicative of metropolitan life in much of America today. Although the Triangle's
short-term prospects are bright, Rohe warns that troubling issues loom—the
region is expected to add nearly a million residents over the next two
decades—and will need to be addressed through improvements in governmental
cooperation, regional planning, and civic leadership. Finally, the author outlines
key lessons that other metropolitan areas can learn from the Research Triangle's
dramatic rise to prominence.
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Over the past three decades, the economy of North Carolina's Research Triangle—defined by the cities of
Raleigh, Durham, and Chapel Hill—has been transformed from one dependent on agriculture and textiles to
one driven by knowledge-based jobs in technology, telecommunications, and pharmaceuticals. Now home to
roughly 1.7 million people, the Research Triangle has attracted an influx of new residents from across the
country and around the world while continuing to win praise for its high quality of life. At the region's center
is the 7,000-acre Research Triangle Park, one of the nation's largest and most prominent research and
development campuses. Founded in 1959 through a partnership of local governments, universities, and
business leaders, Research Triangle Park has catalyzed the region's rapid growth and hastened its
coalescence into a single metropolitan area.

The Research Triangle: From Tobacco Road to Global Prominence describes the history, current challenges,
and future prospects of this fascinating metropolitan area. Focusing on the personalities and perspectives of
key actors in the development of the region, William M. Rohe traces the emergence of the Research Triangle
Park and its role in the region's economic transformation. He also addresses some of the downsides of
development, illustrating the strains that explosive population growth has placed on the region's school
systems, natural resources, transportation infrastructure, and social cohesion. As Rohe shows, the Research
Triangle is not a city in the traditional sense but a sprawling conurbation whose rapid, low-density growth
and attendant problems are indicative of metropolitan life in much of America today. Although the Triangle's
short-term prospects are bright, Rohe warns that troubling issues loom—the region is expected to add nearly
a million residents over the next two decades—and will need to be addressed through improvements in
governmental cooperation, regional planning, and civic leadership. Finally, the author outlines key lessons
that other metropolitan areas can learn from the Research Triangle's dramatic rise to prominence.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Delightfully engaging. Couched against the backdrop of a thorough historical and natural geographic
review, the reader is enlightened regarding how the current natural and built environment features in the
Research Triangle Area were shaped by past events."—Journal of Planning Literature

"When a strong scholar turns his attention to the home front, it can be both enlightening and daunting. . . .
[Rohe] focuses, laser-like, on the challenges arising from the breathtaking economic development success of
the Research Triangle—framed principally by Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill—during the past four
decades. . . . Rohe's lesson is that ever more powerful tools of regional governance and decision-making are
required if we are to deal effectively with regionally driven and regionally suffered consequences."—Raleigh
News & Observer

About the Author
William M. Rohe is Cary C. Boshamer Distinguished Professor of City and Regional Planning and Director
of the Center for Urban and Regional Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Research Triangle: From Tobacco Road to Global Prominence (Metropolitan Portraits)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bradley Roberts:

The publication untitled The Research Triangle: From Tobacco Road to Global Prominence (Metropolitan
Portraits) is the guide that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that
will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Research Triangle: From
Tobacco Road to Global Prominence (Metropolitan Portraits) from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.
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Sherry Nicholson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Research Triangle: From Tobacco
Road to Global Prominence (Metropolitan Portraits), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Sean Ward:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Research Triangle: From
Tobacco Road to Global Prominence (Metropolitan Portraits) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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