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A strikingly illustrated retelling of Homer’s classic from the team who
brought us The Odyssey—Car negie Medalist Gillian Cross and illustrator
Neil Packer.

After nine years of war between the Greeks and Trojans, tensions are heating up
among men of the same faction as well as those on opposing sides. Two proud
and powerful Greeks, King Agamemnon and legendary warrior Achilles, quarrel
over a beautiful maiden, causing Achilles and his myrmidons to drop out of the
fight. Meanwhile, fueled by rage and pride, honor and greed, soldiers on both
sides—Odysseus and Patroclus for the Greeks, Paris and Hector for the
Trojans—perform heroic deeds, attempting to end the war. Depicting their
actions, and those of the gods they invoke, are vivid, stylistic illustrations
reminiscent of Greek pottery, giving thislarge-format volume an extra measure
of authenticity and appeal.
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A strikingly illustrated retelling of Homer’s classic from the team who brought us The
Odyssey—Carnegie Medalist Gillian Crossand illustrator Neil Packer.

After nine years of war between the Greeks and Trojans, tensions are heating up among men of the same
faction as well as those on opposing sides. Two proud and powerful Greeks, King Agamemnon and
legendary warrior Achilles, quarrel over a beautiful maiden, causing Achilles and his myrmidons to drop out
of the fight. Meanwhile, fueled by rage and pride, honor and greed, soldiers on both sides—Odysseus and
Patroclus for the Greeks, Paris and Hector for the Trojans—perform heroic deeds, attempting to end the war.
Depicting their actions, and those of the gods they invoke, are vivid, stylistic illustrations reminiscent of
Greek pottery, giving this large-format volume an extra measure of authenticity and appeal.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 6-9—Cross presents a fluid and highly readable version of this celebrated tale. The text follows the
essential plot structure of the classic work, beginning with Helen's capture and concluding with Hector's
demise. The book includes an introduction to the Odyssey (retold by this creative team in 2012) and provides
brief historical context of the Bronze Age eastern Mediterranean. A helpful spread groups the characters by
their allegiance (Greek or Trojan). Cross conveys the various personalities of the story's many heroes and
gods, including jealous Achilles and courageous Hector. The gods weave in and out of the text. Packer's
dreamlike illustrations illuminate the stories with bold, solid colors, the stylized figures influenced by poses
and perspectives from ancient pottery. Some white-on-black illustrations are particularly striking, exhibiting
strong emotion and movement. Images range in size from one-quarter of a page to full spreads. In addition,
the illustrations often include the names of characters and placesin Greek script, anice feature also found in
ancient art. The text dramatizes the intense battle sequences, but there isn't much blood or gore. Central
elements of the story, including death and hardship, are presented in a forthright manner. The content and the
imagery are appropriate for readers who need something more serious than sanitized versions but who might
be afew years away from more mature-themed retellings, such as Gareth Hinds's The Odyssey (Candlewick,
2010). VERDICT A beautiful, fluid, and action-packed retelling of atimeless classic.—Jeffrey Meyer, Mt.
Pleasant Public Library, A

Review

The content and the imagery are appropriate for readers who need something more serious than sanitized
versions but who might be afew years away from more mature-themed retellings...A beautiful, fluid, and
action-packed retelling of atimeless classic.

—School Library Journal (starred review)

Neil Packer’s mesmeric illustrations work here—as they did in his 2012 collaboration with Ms. Cross on
"The Odyssey"—to heighten our sense of both the antiquity and immediacy of the Trojan War. That
capricious gods would send divine mists or false dreams to affect human battles seems a distant thing; that
men fight, sulk and bluster is as true today as it was 3,000 years ago. Commendably, Ms. Crass minimizes
the saga’ s gore without losing its force, ferocity or emotional power.

—The Wall Street Journal

An eye- catching introduction to the classic story.
—Booklist

With lucid prose and admirable pacing, this handsomely designed followup to Cross adaptation of The
Odyssey (BCCB 11/12) fillsin the story for readers who may only be familiar with the names of Helen of
Troy, Achilles, Apallo, etc. ... Young readers struggling to make sense of humanity’ s insatiable lust for war
will find Cross and Packer’ s accessible retelling of this classic a cogent guide.

—Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

About the Author
Gillian Cross, the Carnegie Medal—winning author of Wolf, wrote aretelling of The Odyssey illustrated by
Neil Packer. Shelivesin England.

Neil Packer istheillustrator of several classic books, including One Hundred Years of Solitude and Gillian
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Cross'sretelling of The Odyssey. He livesin London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric Lowe:

The book The Iliad can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So why must we leave a very important thing like abook The Iliad? Some of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book The lliad has simple shape however you know: it has great and
massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Gail Boutwell:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Thelliad is simple to develop
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jody Tolar:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
yathink reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The lliad which is finding the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's find.

Nicole Norris:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book The
Iliad. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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