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Visitors to Cubawill notice that Afro-Cuban figures and references are
everywhere: in popular music and folklore shows, paintings and dolls of Santeria
saintsin airport shops, and even restaurants with plantation themes. In
Performing Afro-Cuba, Kristina Wirtz examines how the animation of Cuba’'s
colonial past and African heritage through such figures and performances not
only reflects but also shapes the Cuban experience of Blackness. She also
investigates how this process operates at different spatial and temporal
scales—from the immediate present to the imagined past, from the barrio to the
socialist state.

Wirtz analyzes avariety of performances and the ways they construct Cuban
racial and historical imaginations. She offers a sophisticated view of performance
as enacting diverse revolutionary ideals, religious notions, and racial identity
politics, and she outlines how these concepts play out in the ongoing
institutionalization of folklore as an official, even state-sponsored, category.
Employing Bakhtin's concept of “chronotopes’—the semiotic construction of
space-time—she examines the roles of voice, temporality, embodiment, imagery,
and memory in the racializing process. The result is a deftly balanced study that
marriesracial studies, performance studies, anthropology, and semiotics to
explore the nature of race as a cultural sign, one that is alwaysin process, always
shifting.
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Visitors to Cubawill notice that Afro-Cuban figures and references are everywhere: in popular music and
folklore shows, paintings and dolls of Santeria saintsin airport shops, and even restaurants with plantation
themes. In Performing Afro-Cuba, Kristina Wirtz examines how the animation of Cuba’s colonial past and
African heritage through such figures and performances not only reflects but also shapes the Cuban
experience of Blackness. She aso investigates how this process operates at different spatial and temporal
scales—from the immediate present to the imagined past, from the barrio to the socialist state.

Wirtz analyzes a variety of performances and the ways they construct Cuban racial and historical
imaginations. She offers a sophisticated view of performance as enacting diverse revolutionary ideals,
religious notions, and racial identity politics, and she outlines how these concepts play out in the ongoing
ingtitutionalization of folklore as an official, even state-sponsored, category. Employing Bakhtin’s concept of
“chronotopes’—the semiotic construction of space-time—she examines the roles of voice, temporality,
embodiment, imagery, and memory in the racializing process. The result is a deftly balanced study that
marriesracial studies, performance studies, anthropology, and semiotics to explore the nature of race asa
cultural sign, onethat is always in process, always shifting.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Performing Afro-Cuba offers an important read on the semiotic contours of race and folkloric spectaclein
eastern Cuba and marks an important contribution to broader folklore studies.”
(American Anthropologist)

“A thoughtful and timely study that locates race in Cuba through performance studies and ethnography. . . .
It expands the boundaries of the anthropological study of religion by questioning the very paradigms of
inquiry and temporality that locate the ethnographic subject. That is, Wirtz's study moves us away from the
exotic tropes that often create an ethnographic present and into a complexly situated racia terrain. Her focus
on Santiago de Cuba is also a welcome gesture away from Havana-oriented studies of Cuban culture,
religion, and society. Indeed, the book helps readers to negotiate Cuban pageantry within broader Caribbean
and Atlantic traditions that perform race in multi-faceted ways. . . . Wirtz'swork should inspire further
investigations of transnational, especially Caribbean and Atlantic, enactments of historical memory and race
in carnival. These final considerations are a testament to Wirtz's substantial achievement in Performing
Afro-Cuba where she gets readers to consider race and performance in ways that are expansive, critical, and
illuminating.”

(Journal of Folklore Research)

“Performing Afro-Cuba is a masterful exploration of figurations of race and dialogues of raciaization in
Cuba. | learned agreat deal from this challenging work, especially from Wirtz' s productive expansions of
the notions of register and chronotope. The book is analytically powerful and richly engaged; Wirtz's own
voiceis asensitively reflexive part of the polyphonic dialogues she traces through Cuban history, socia life,
and cultural performance.”

(Richard Bauman, Indiana University)

“Performing Afro-Cuba is a careful and precise anthropology of history making, a study of the effortful
cultural work and highly structured theater of relations out of which the Cuban racia order was and is till,
perhaps more forcefully than ever, being made and remade. Compact, well-argued, it is utterly engrossing. It
attacks afamiliar issue in an original way, and it does so with a strong theoretical frame rendered in an
approachable writing style.”

(Paul Christopher Johnson, University of Michigan)

“Performing Afro-Cuba is remarkable achievement. To put Wirtz's argument in a nutshell would beto do a
grossinjustice to her sophisticated—and often quite elegant—exposition. She is simply the smartest and
theoretically most sophisticated anthropologist doing research in Cuba these days. But aside from her
contribution to the regionalist literature, the real value of her work isthat it speaks to enduring
anthropological questions, while raising anumber of new ones that are relevant far beyond her specific field
site. | enthusiastically recommend it.”
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(Stephan Palmié, author of The Cooking of History: How Not to Study Afro-Cuban Religion)
About the Author

Kristina Wirtz is associate professor of anthropology at Western Michigan University. Sheis the author of
Ritual, Discourse, and Community in Cuban Santeria.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Maryann Goldberg:

Book iswritten, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading skill was fluently. A book Performing Afro-Cuba: Image, Voice, Spectaclein the Making
of Race and History will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Thomas Obrien:

This Performing Afro-Cuba: Image, Voice, Spectacle in the Making of Race and History are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Performing Afro-
Cuba: Image, Voice, Spectacle in the Making of Race and History can be one of many great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditionsin e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Performing Afro-Cuba: Image, Voice, Spectacle
in the Making of Race and History giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

TamicaHarris:

This book untitled Performing Afro-Cuba: Image, Voice, Spectacle in the Making of Race and History to be
one of several books in which best seller in this year, hereis because when you read this e-book you can get
alot of benefit intoit. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it viaonline. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Mark York:

The particular book Performing Afro-Cuba: Image, Voice, Spectacle in the Making of Race and History will
bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain theideais very unique. If
you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Performing Afro-Cuba: Image,
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Voice, Spectaclein the Making of Race and History is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.
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