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Although the fields of chaos and complexity are important in a number of
disciplines, they have not yet been influential in education. This book remedies
this dilemma by gathering essays by authors from around the world who have
studied and applied chaos and complexity theories to their teaching. Richinits
material, recursive in itsinterweaving of themes, conversational in its
relationships, and rigorous in its analysis, the book is essential reading for
undergraduates, graduate students, and professionals who deal with these
important topics.
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Although the fields of chaos and complexity are important in a number of disciplines, they have not yet been
influential in education. This book remedies this dilemma by gathering essays by authors from around the
world who have studied and applied chaos and complexity theoriesto their teaching. Rich in its material,
recursive in its interweaving of themes, conversational in its relationships, and rigorousin its anaysis, the
book is essential reading for undergraduates, graduate students, and professionals who deal with these
important topics.
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Editorial Review

Review

« Chaos, Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A Conversation’ is alandmark text in the history of
educational ideas. It has asimple focus: the new science that established the technical rationality of
modernism, and that survives, varioudly, in the Tyler rationale for curriculum development, in the paradigm
of the audit society adopted in public management, and in the high-stakes quality-assurance rituals of public
schooling. Y et this volume also engages because it has arecursive dimension. It also takes new science asits
emblem. The contributors suggest that it is defensible to realise the Enlightenment project of liberty, equality
and fraternity in other ways. They show us away, not with a guarantee of success but by engaging us
iteratively in their conversation.» (David Hamilton, Umed University, Sweden)

«' Chaos, Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A Conversation’ isamust read for anyone concerned about
education and learning. It is extremely well written, intertwining history, pedagogy and scholarship.
Although there are many ways to define complex systems, the contributors understand and embrace ‘ systems
thinking’ and nonlinear conceptsin a series of ‘conversations' resulting in afascinating and truly landmark
work. It encourages the reader to think differently about learning and educational methods. Most impressive
about these iterative ‘ conversations' isthat they discuss the importance of understanding the evolvability and
fluidity of educational methods. It demonstrates the emergence of new ways of thinking about education and
learning as a complex cycle of social and dynamic, versus static and rigid, processes. This book should be
required reading for all studentsinterested in entering the field of education and isamust for al college and
university libraries.» (Ellen Goldberg, Santa Fe Institute Research Professor and Consortium Director)

About the Author

The Editors: William Doll isthe V. F. and J. R. Eagles Professor of Curriculum at Louisiana State
University. There he co-directs the Curriculum Theory Project and directs the Holmes Elementary Education
Program. His books are A Post-Moder n Per spective on Curriculum (1993), Curriculum Visions (with Noel
Gough, Lang, 2002) and Internationalization of Curriculum (with Donna Trueit, Hongyu Wang, and William
Pinar, Lang, 2003). Devel oping chaotic and complex curriculawithin a postmodern frame has been a project
of him for years.

M. Jayne Fleener is Dean of the College of Education and the E. B. (Ted) Robert Professor of Curriculum at
Louisiana State University. Her teaching and research have been in the areas of philosophy, computer
science, mathematics, mathematics education, and curriculum theory. Her current research focusis on chaos
and complexity sciences as applied to educational contexts. She has over forty national and international
publications including the book Curriculum Dynamics: Recreating Heart (Lang, 2002). The chapter included
in this book includes a problematization of New Science as it relates to postmodern inquiry.

Donna Trueit isadoctoral candidate at L ouisiana State University, studying curriculum and instruction. Her
current project is conceiving curriculum as a poietic space for creating «selves», drawing on principles of
complexity theory, Gregory Bateson, and Charles S. Peirce. An integral part of this project regards the
process, analysis and representation of postmodern inquiry. With others, she edited The Inter nationalization
of Curriculum (Trueit, Doll, Wang, and Pinar) (Lang, 2002), and contributed «Speaking of Ghosts» to
Curriculum Visions (Doll and Gough) (Lang, 2002).

John St. Julien lives and works in Lafayette, L ouisiana where he consults with school districts and businesses
on education and technology issues. His academic interests include learning theories, social studies
instruction, computer-based instructional design, and complexity theories. Heis engaged in designing after-
school programs and computer-aided learning models based on the principles animating social connectionist
learning and objectstructured socia play. The chapter included in this book focuses on developing an
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analytic and logic suitable for a complex age that he hopes will prove especially useful in educational
contexts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Detra Satterwhite:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Chaos, Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A
Conversation (Complicated Conversation). Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book Chaos, Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A
Conversation (Complicated Conversation). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world
by just abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can redlize everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou may useit when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

M adeline Edwards:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Chaos,
Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A Conversation (Complicated Conversation) your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Chaos, Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture; A
Conversation (Complicated Conversation) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Chaos, Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A
Conversation (Complicated Conversation). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

William Henslee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you aso know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge,
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except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Chaos,
Complexity, Curriculum, and Culture: A Conversation (Complicated Conversation).
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