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At the time of its release in 1860, Charles Baudelaire's "Artificial Paradises (Les
Paradis Artificiels)" met with immediate praise. One of the most important
French symbolists, Baudelaire led a debauched, violent, and ultimately tragic life,
dying an opium addict in 1867. This book, a response to Thomas De Quincey's
Confessions of an Opium Eater, serves as a memoir of Baudelaire's last years.

In this beautifully wrought portrait of the effects of wine, opium, and hashish on
the mind, Baudelaire captures the dreamlike visions he experienced during his
narcotic trances. These hallucinations, sometimes exquisite, sometimes
disturbing, and the delusions of grandeur that often accompanied them, constitute
the Paradis Artificiels, the gorgeous yet false worlds of ecstasy that eventually
led to his ruin. Contrasting the effects of hashish and opium with those of wine,
Baudelaire concludes that "wine exalts the will, hashish destroys it" and makes
idlers of all those who use it.

This new translation of a controversial book provides fascinating reading as well
as a key to the mind of a great writer.
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At the time of its release in 1860, Charles Baudelaire's "Artificial Paradises (Les Paradis Artificiels)" met
with immediate praise. One of the most important French symbolists, Baudelaire led a debauched, violent,
and ultimately tragic life, dying an opium addict in 1867. This book, a response to Thomas De Quincey's
Confessions of an Opium Eater, serves as a memoir of Baudelaire's last years.

In this beautifully wrought portrait of the effects of wine, opium, and hashish on the mind, Baudelaire
captures the dreamlike visions he experienced during his narcotic trances. These hallucinations, sometimes
exquisite, sometimes disturbing, and the delusions of grandeur that often accompanied them, constitute the
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great writer.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This translation of Du vin et du haschisch (1851) and Les Paradis artificiels (1860) constitutes the first
modern English version published in this last quarter century of Baudelaire's writings on the mood-altering
drugs of his time. In contrast to his contemporary Gustave Flaubert (who purchased hashish but did not
partake), Baudelaire experimented with the drug and eventually condemned its use because of its harmful
effects. Though Du vin is Baudelaire's own contribution on the subject, Les Paradis artificiels is his
translation of Thomas De Quincey's Confession of an English Opium Eater (1821). Alcoholism and drug
abuse are only part of Baudelaire's broader view of the world of artificial paradises, which, in his poetic
framework (his Fleurs du mal particularly), include any form of artifice used by humans to escape from their
miserable condition. Diamond's introduction is a useful thumbnail coverage of the topic, and the notes at the
end of the volume lead to further study. For readers of French literature.?Danielle Mihram, Univ. of
Southern California
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Back Cover
At the time of its release in 1860, Charles Baudelaire's "Artificial Paradises (Les Paradis Artificiels)" met
with immediate praise. One of the most important French symbolists, Baudelaire led a debauched, violent,
and ultimately tragic life, dying an opium addict in 1867. This book, a response to Thomas De Quincey's
Confessions of an Opium Eater, serves as a memoir of Baudelaire's last years.

In this beautifully wrought portrait of the effects of wine, opium, and hashish on the mind, Baudelaire
captures the dreamlike visions he experienced during his narcotic trances. These hallucinations, sometimes
exquisite, sometimes disturbing, and the delusions of grandeur that often accompanied them, constitute the
Paradis Artificiels, the gorgeous yet false worlds of ecstasy that eventually led to his ruin. Contrasting the
effects of hashish and opium with those of wine, Baudelaire concludes that "wine exalts the will, hashish
destroys it" and makes idlers of all those who use it.

This new translation of a controversial book provides fascinating reading as well as a key to the mind of a
great writer.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Artificial Paradises: Baudelaire's
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Masterpiece on Hashish is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Ruth Barnett:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Artificial Paradises: Baudelaire's Masterpiece on Hashish can be fine book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Sarah Frigo:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Artificial Paradises: Baudelaire's
Masterpiece on Hashish can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Donald Lewis:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Artificial Paradises: Baudelaire's Masterpiece on Hashish we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Artificial
Paradises: Baudelaire's Masterpiece on Hashish. You can more desirable than now.
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