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Interrogating how Alexandria became enshrined as the exemplary cosmopolitan
space in the Middle East, this book mounts a radical critique of Eurocentric
conceptions of cosmopolitanism. The dominant account of Alexandrian
cosmopolitanism elevates things European in the city's culture and
simultaneously places things Egyptian under the sign of decline. The book goes
beyond this civilization/barbarism binary to trace other modes of intercultural
solidarity.

Halim presents a comparative study of literary representations, addressing poetry,
fiction, guidebooks, and operettas, among other genres. She reappraises three
writers--C. P. Cavafy, E. M. Forster, and Lawrence Durrell--whom she maintains
have been cast as the canon of Alexandria. Attending to issues of genre, gender,
ethnicity, and class, she refutes the view that these writers' representations are
largely congruent and uncovers a variety of positions ranging from Orientalist to
anti-colonial. The book then turns to Bernard de Zogheb, a virtually unpublished
writer, and elicits his Camp parodies of elite Levantine mores in operettas one of
which centers on Cavafy. Drawing on Arabic critical and historical texts, as well
as contemporary writers' and filmmakers' engagement with the canonical
triumvirate, Halim orchestrates an Egyptian dialogue with the European
representations.
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Interrogating how Alexandria became enshrined as the exemplary cosmopolitan space in the Middle East,
this book mounts a radical critique of Eurocentric conceptions of cosmopolitanism. The dominant account of
Alexandrian cosmopolitanism elevates things European in the city's culture and simultaneously places things
Egyptian under the sign of decline. The book goes beyond this civilization/barbarism binary to trace other
modes of intercultural solidarity.

Halim presents a comparative study of literary representations, addressing poetry, fiction, guidebooks, and
operettas, among other genres. She reappraises three writers--C. P. Cavafy, E. M. Forster, and Lawrence
Durrell--whom she maintains have been cast as the canon of Alexandria. Attending to issues of genre,
gender, ethnicity, and class, she refutes the view that these writers' representations are largely congruent and
uncovers a variety of positions ranging from Orientalist to anti-colonial. The book then turns to Bernard de
Zogheb, a virtually unpublished writer, and elicits his Camp parodies of elite Levantine mores in operettas
one of which centers on Cavafy. Drawing on Arabic critical and historical texts, as well as contemporary
writers' and filmmakers' engagement with the canonical triumvirate, Halim orchestrates an Egyptian dialogue
with the European representations.
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Editorial Review

Review

This book is firmly in the postcolonial mode, and on a topic that is both timely and important. As Egypt and
other countries in the Middle East begin a political journey that takes them further and further out of the
control of Western political institutions, it is essential to have nuanced studies that allow us to begin to
understand how we (as Western writers and thinkers) have created comfortable spaces for certain non-
western elites while excluding others.- Susan Stephens, Standford University

An excellent exercise in rigorous comparative literature scholarship.-Roger Allen, University of
Pennsylvania

"The masterful culmination of years of research by a world expert on Alexandria. Halim introduces Egyptian
writers, such as Edwar Al-Kharrat and Ibrahim Abdel Meguid, into the previously predominantly European
dialogue."--Banipal

"This is a labour of love, written by no other than a native Alexandrian, Hala Halim, and bound up by a
profound love for the coastal city." -Ahram Online

"Hala Halim, who was born and bred in Alexandria and teaches at New York University, has a unique
perspective from which to view the four male writers whose work she studies in her book." -Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies Vol. 38 No. 2

"In her 'Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism; An Archive,' Hala Halim explores enduring and critical literary
constructs of Alexandria and its long touted "cosmopolitanism. " Halim's Text will be of great interest to
students of comparative literature, cosmopolitanism, postcolonial writing and Mediterranean studies." -Al
Jadid

"The strength of this work lies in Halim's ability to offer a much-needed postcolonial critique on the
ubiquitous literary trope of Alexandrians, as a cosmopolitan city." -Mara Naaman, International Journal of
Middle East Studies

"Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism is a treasure trove of information and original, groundbreaking critical
insights not only on four important authors of world literature, but also on a city which is as versatile and
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inspiring as Venice, for instance, with its uniqueness, literary aspect, and history."-Comparative Literature
Studies

"Hala Halim's book is a provocative and erudite study of the modern European literary discourses that have
constructed Alexandria as the exemplary site of what we might call cosmopolitan desire."-Arab Studies
Journal

"The institution of Orientalist categories-and the new understanding of history through which these
categories are given-set the terms for what came to be rendered as literary history, Arabic and others, and
one legacy of this setting of terms is imparted through "the discourse of Alexandrian cosmopolitanism,"
which Hala Halim considers in her stunning intervention Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An
Archive."--Journal of Arabic Literature

About the Author

Hala Halim is Assistant Professor of Middle Eastern Studies and Comparative Literature at New York
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Philip Raber:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An Archive. Try to make
the book Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An Archive as your close friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ida Resler:

The experience that you get from Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An Archive may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to understand but Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An Archive giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who
read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An
Archive instantly.
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Kathleen Jones:

The particular book Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An Archive will bring you to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Alexandrian Cosmopolitanism: An Archive is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

James Fox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Alexandrian
Cosmopolitanism: An Archive.
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